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. 1. BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION: 
Uganda has a population of 16.6 million people (MPED, 1991) of whom 90% Ilive in rural areas with major oc'cupation being peasant agriculture. Over
 
the years several, changes have been happening to the people's income and
 
opportunities for employment in both the informal and formal sector of the
 
economy. Within the rural economy, incomes. from agriculture, the main
 I 
source for rural population, have' declined as result of the collapse in the 
export markets for the main crops, namely coffee and cotton. 
I
On the domestic market, the two decades of economic decline in Uganda has 
, seen a collapse' in the local marketing machinery for all the crops, to the 
disadvantage of the producers. Opportunities for profitable' employment in 
the agriculture sector has, therefore, been greatly reduced. I 
On the formal labour market, the country has been going through the 
stringent IMF' structural adjustment programmes which, among other things, I 
have resulted in cutting down of the I public sector and reduced public
 




,Fisheries is, therefore, seen as one of the few areas where opportunities 
'still exist for gainful employment for the people. The country comprises of 
about 241,000 km 2 or 18% of surface area as water (lakes, rivers, swamps, I 
dams, valley tanks and fish ponds) (MPED 1991). It is estimated that these
 
waters produce 219,000 tonnes of fish (UFD 1991) major contributors being
 
Lake Victoria followed 'by Kyoga. Other important producers include Lakes
 I
Albert, Edward and George and Albert Nile. In terms of species 'composition,
 
Nile perch and Tilapine species represent by far the mostsigniftcant
 
proportions of the catch accounting for 51% to 39% respectively (UFD 1989).
 I 
However, since fisheries resources are fragile and the potential. for any
 
significant expansion in fish catch is limited, There is need for information
 
that would guide the exploitation of the existing resources so that the
 I 













- First Technical Report -- ­
I 2. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY: 
I The purpose of this study will be quantify the. contribution of Nile perch, Nile tilapia and Ml)kene fisheries to income and employment as well as their 
distribution in Uganda and to predict the future situation. The output of 
this study would be information that could be used for formulating policies
I that would maximise the income and employment. opportunities from the fisheries sector. . 
I 3. METHODOLOGY:, 
'Fhe following methodological steps would be used in impl'ementing this 
I study: 
a) Review previous studies, records and documents on Uganda's fisheries 
to establish existing understanding of the incomes and employment
I generated in the fisheries subsector. 
I 
.b) Identify categories of activities and areas where income and· 
employment are generated, for the purpose of the study. 
I 
c) Design and implement sample surveys to obtain data on incomes and 
employment within the categories. 
I 
d) Carry out analysis of data, derive conclusions, make predictions and 
formulate recommendations on the necessary policy and technological 
interventions.. 
I 
e) Prepare and submit a detailed and satisfactory report of the work 
accomplished to the Principal Investigator. 
4. IMPLEMENTATION: 
I The study has been designed, the implementation plans drawn up and a research team identified. However, due to logistic considerations, the data 
I 
collection has not been started. It is hoped 
as the field work under the on-going studies 








that this would start as soon 
are completed and vehicles in 
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